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CONTEST CORNER

BYROGERTHIEMANN

Seniors Soaring
Championship 2022

Thanks 1o Roger for “volunteering”
bis Facebook feed for this conlest diary.
tor]

March 11,2022, Practice Day

My two-decade old ASW 27B, at
48:1, must work hard to keep up with
these modern 20-meter super ships,
butit’s possible. After rigging, | caught
up with several U.S. Team members 1
knew from Poland a couple years back,
at the World Gliding Championship
in Ostrow Wiclkopolski.

Catching up with fellow pilots and
tackling 2 challenging week of soar-
ing is why I continue to fly in SSA-
sanctioned contests. Not to mention
fying with many of the nation' best,
and along the way picking up  few
ips on how to become  better, more
proficient competition pilot.

Planned Day 1 of the Seniors Soar-
ing Competition on March 12* was 2
washout. The latest “Bomb Cyclone™
seems to be affecting the entire cast-
em half of the country, and Florida

partsnssescn

The Semiors s beid ansmally at Sesminele Lake Cliderport, in central Florida.

March 13,2022, Day 1

Day 1 of the Seniors is over. We flew.
but it was very challenging for many.

The Contest Director, John Good,
delayed the launch until the thermals
started working and we could rise
above 2,40 ft AGL. Finall, the flect
was launched on a rather short task
(15 hours with 2 maximum distance
0f176.5 miles). Unfortunately,a num-
berof pilots simply could not get away
from the glderport,and others landed
out at airports, or in my case, a cow
pasture—only six miles short of com-
pleting the task More than a third of
the pilots did not finish.

March 14,2022, Day 2

1 Ianded out AGAIN! This time
it wasrit a farm pasture but Weeks
airport, AKA “Fantasy of Flight,” in
Polk City, Florida.

Weatherman Fernando Silva warned
us the day would be challenging, and
indeed it was. Many pilots told stories
of survival tactics. Fun while the good
stuff lasted? Absolutely. Agonizing
and maddening when the lft was not
there? Yep. That's the life of a com~
petition glider pilot. We love both
environments. That's why we fiy. The
successful pilots made better decisions
about how they navigated the mine
felds in today’ sky.

Tuesday at The Seniors was a rest
day. Wednesday, March 16th tumed
out to be another weather no-fly day,
50 we got to work on our sailplanes
and prepared for the next soaring day.

March 17,2022, Day3

Yes! Today, Thursday, we finally had
2 fiyable” competition day. We had an
opportunity to fy but lift would be no
higher than 3,500 to 4000 ft, and it
was going to be “bluc’, so we needed
o roll up our slecves and put on our big.
boy pants to make it around the cours.

Grid time was 1145 am and a
sniff launched at noon. After a fa-
vorable report the flect was launched
and at around 1:57 pm the start gate
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challenging, but with lift only going
up t0 3,500 ft over swamps, lakes and
woods, it made for an interesting mix
of decision making. Most plots made
it around the course, and more impor-
tantly, so did |

Hallelujah
Tm proud of my accomplishm

'm no speed demon, but
w1
rewarded my crew with several rounds
of beer and a great meal and am
ing forward to one more day of iy

tomorrow.

Above: Ascbor’s ASW 27 landed o n Belos Thegrdon Dy 5.
March 18,2022, Day 4 -

‘The Seniors came to an end on a high
flying, fastday.I€s the type of day we've
longed for all week. CD John Good
conjured up 2 3-hour south-north-
south task. After a week of rain and 2
firritating cold fronts, today we
with a breeze out of the south.

string
had 90°
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inch was around noon. Afier

up, though several competit
a relight. Unfortunately I also experi-

enced issues with my

was fecling a bt weary from

T oped to land and not take 2.

And with that, my contest was over
A few others also found the

rock steady and so fully supportive of
my efforts. Definitely a keeper!
About the autbor:

it much, but most of the co
completed the task, and 4
were quite spectacular. Congratula-

sailplane, turned in my last IGC

and headed out for the drive back to
lorida. It was
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